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Half the fun of the Rocky Horror Picture Show is crowd participation. Above: Grace Kidd, 
len Price, Matt Latz, and Lindsey Ashford get into the Rocky Horror spirit by acting out 
a scene from the movie in front of a packed crowd in the U.C. Ballroom. See page 6. 

Math professor wins Carnegie award 


Mary Jimenez 
AtM AGEST 

Almost eight years ago. 
Professor Carlos Spaht II, this 
year’s Louisiana recipient of 
the Carnegie 
Foundation for 
t h e 
Advancement 
of Teaching 
Award, sat and 
listened to a 
story about 
Tony, a fifth- 
grader. 

It wasn’t the 
first time he 
had heard the 
name. Tony 
was a bright 
student, always 
took a leader¬ 
ship rote in 
class, helped the others stu¬ 
dents, and was charming and 
polite. But this day, the story 
was different. Tony had been 
lost to a gang. His grades had 
slipped, he was unresponsive 
to learning, and disruptive in 
class. It was one story, on one 
child, but he had heard similar 
tragedies before. 

Spaht at the time had a pro¬ 
ject in mind to prepare middle 
and high school students for 
college math and science. But 


in order to get students pre¬ 
pared, Spaht also new he 
would have to win students to 
his side — he would have to 
make learning more exciting 
th an joining a gang. There was 
so much to con¬ 
sider, so much 
money to raise, 
and so much to 
do. The idea 
was frozen in 
doubt. 

“The wheels 
had already 

been rolling, 
but the magni¬ 
tude of the pro¬ 
ject was too 
much for me to 
be able to han¬ 
dle. I had no 
idea how to 
even start 
something like that. It would 
cost $1,000 per student per 
summer, and 1 had no idea of 
how to write grants,” said 
Spaht, who was in his 18th 
year of teaching at LSUS at 
the time. 

“But when I heard about 
Tony, I thought, 1 don't care 
how hard it is. I'm going to do 
it. I’m going to try with all my 
energy to get it done.'” 

LaPrep, Spaht's project, 
just finished its seventh suc¬ 


cessful summer program, and 
is almost fully funded for next 
summer. 

LaPrep is just one of the 
reasons Spaht was chosen for 
the distinguished Carnegie 
Award. Faculty and students 
alike have recognized Spaht 
for his dedication to his work 
and students in his 25 years of 
teaching. 

Although Spaht is humble 
about his awards, he also 
received the Distinguished 
Teaching Award for College 
or University Teaching of 
Mathematics in Louisiana and 
Mississippi earlier this year, 
he accounts much of his suc¬ 
cess in the fulfillment he gets 
from teaching, but said even 
for him it is an ongoing effort. 

"If anything 1 love teaching 
so much that I work at it. and 
try to be as organized and pre¬ 
pared as I can. I spend time on 
certain concepts so that the 
average or even below aver¬ 
age student will understand.” 
said Spain, who said effective 
interaction is the key, "I'm 
always trying to improve.” 

Following his drive, Spaht 
and Professor Conway Link, 
also of the math department, 
arc publishing a paper for 
Math Horizons, a national 
publication. The paper will 



Carlos Spaht 


Freaks come out at night 


Kirk Dickey 
Almagest 

You may think that people 
w ho talk back to the screen in 
movie theaters are annoying, 
but if you don't talk back at 
the Rocky Horror Picture 
Show you are missing half of 
tire fun. in fact, the fun did not 
stop until the cleanup started, 
at 2:30 in the morning. 

LSUS' annual screening of 
the Rocky Horror Picture 
Show was, by most accounts, 
a big success. About 500 peo¬ 
ple passed through the 
University Ballroom doors on 
Halloween night to get their 
chance to talk back to the 
screen, sing along with the 
movie, and throw rice at one 
another. 

For anyone who has never 
been to a Rocky Horror 
screening, the concept may 
seem a little strange. The idea 
is that the crowd becomes part 
of the movie. You interact 
with the characters on the 
screen by asking them ques¬ 
tions at appropriate times. The 
questions, and answers, tend 
to get a little bit lewd, but it is 
all in good fun. 

Some people in the crow d 
dress as characters in the 
movie. They sing and dance in 
front of the screen. This year's 
most popular character was 
probably Magenta, the French 
maid. About 20 people 
dressed up as her for this 
screening, although not many 
| people acted the part, 

detail their findings of a sur¬ 
vey on what characteristics 
students feel make an effec¬ 
tive math teacher. In the sur¬ 
vey there are 20 traits for stu¬ 
dents to rate. Findings are sep¬ 
arated by sex, major, classifi¬ 
cation and ethnicity. The 
paper should be ready to sub¬ 
mit sometime next month. 

The story of the young 
fifth-grader lost to a gang for 
years, did have a happy end¬ 
ing. Two summers ago Penis 
came back to speak to LaPrep 
students — as a role model. 
He is now an engineering stu¬ 
dent attending Oral Roberts 
University in Oklahoma, and 
was able to stand as a w itness 
of how he made it through his 
wall of doubt. 


Several people also dressed 
up as Dr. Frankfurter, the 
movie’s main character. One 
enthusiastic moviegoer acted 
out the part of Dr. Frankfurter 
throughout the entire movie. 
He dressed in drag, like the 
character, and paraded in 
front of the crow d very proud¬ 
ly. shouting out all the lines. 

The festivities kicked off 
around 12:30 a m. with the 
opening song playing and the 
crowd singing aiong with a 
set of giant red lips on the 
screen. During the wedding 
scene people started to throw 
rice at the screen and at each 
other. 

Then, while the movie had 
the main characters stuck in a 
rain storm with newspapers 
over their heads to keep from 
getting wet, you could see 
people in the crowd doing the 
same thing. Some people in 
the crowd snuck in water guns 
to help simulate the rain, 
although it was against the 
rules to do so. 

The movie went on with 
various crowd participation 
gags throughout it. People 
threw toast, decks of playing 
cards, out of the packs, and 
toilet paper all over the ball¬ 
room floor 

By the time the movie was 
over, some spots on the floor 
were hard to walk on. 
According to Lucinda 
Thornton, secretary in the stu¬ 
dent activities office, the 
cleanup lasted until about four 
am.. 


m 

SGA President 
Bridgette Wilder 
will hold office 
hours M and TH, 
12-1 p.m. at UC223. 
SGA meetings 
scheduled for the 
remainder of the 
semester are Nov. 
10, 17, 24, and Dec. 

1 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
DeSoto room of the 
University Center. 
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Correction to Spring 1998 Bulletin: History 
490/690, sec 2 by Dr. Meador is scheduled for 
Mondays from 6 to 9 p.m. in BH 465 and 
WILL NOT meet MWF (S> 11 a.m. as stated in 
the Bulletin. 


The College of Business Student Advisory 
Council (SAC) will offer peer advising from 
Nov. 10 to 14 in BE 100 (across from dean's 
office). Members of the SAC and other CBA 
organizations will assist students with schedul¬ 
ing for the spring semester on: 

MW 9:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

TTH 10:15 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

F 9:45 a.m, to 12:30 p.m. 


Omicron Delta Kappa, ODK, a national lead¬ 
ership honor society, is accepting applications. 
ODK initiates members only once a year. 
Undergraduates with a 2.75 gpa or graduate 
students with a 3.0 gpa, and who are leaders 
on campus or in the community, are eligible to 
apply. Applications are available in BE119A. 
Complete applications are due Nov. 10. 


Women in the Arts Month will be celebrated 
on campus in November. LSUS Women’s 
Studies Program presents a variety of pro¬ 
grams on campus. The LSUS Art Gallery will 
feature a photograph exhibit by Beth Lilly 
from Nov. 10 to Dec. 12. The Women’s 
Chamber Orchestra will perform works by 
Libby Larsen and Joan Tower on Nov. 8, 8 
p.m. at UC Theater. Also, Sylvia Mann, local 
composer and principle violinist of the 
Shreveport Symphony, will perform. LSU in 
Baton Rouge Women’s Chorus will perform 
on Nov. 17, 8 p.m. at UC Theater. Three films 
by woman directors are featured in the UC 
Theater. Mississippi Masala by Mira Nair is 
shown on Nov. 4, 7 p.m,, Camila by Maria 
Luisa Bemberg will be shown on Nov.13, 7 
p.m., and A Question of Silence by Marleen 
Corns is shown on Nov. 18, 7 p.m. All events 
are free and open to the public. For addition¬ 
al information contact LSUS Women’s 
Studies Program at 797-5211. 


LSUS India Studies Program organizes a 
study tour to India. The trip is scheduled from 
Dec. 10 - 27. The tour goes to several cities: 
Delhi, Agra, Jaipur, Puri, Calcutta, and 
Bombay, to mention a few. Also, guided tours 
to Taj Mahal, Lake Palace, Jagannath 
Temple, and Victoria Memorial Museum are 
on the agenda. The participants are able to 
attend classical dance performances as well as 
music programs. A photography contest with 
two categories, still life and video film, is open 
to all participants. The trip costs $2,400 and 
includes airfare, hotel (double occupancy) 
and breakfast. For more information and to 
register, contact Dr. Sura Rath at 797-5296. 


Faculty Senate defends proficiency exam 


Lori Whaley 
Almagest 

Faculty Senate President 
Rebecca Nolan and Vice 
Chancellor Stuart Mills 
attended this week's SGA 
meeting to answer questions 
and listen to comments about 
the proficiency exam. 

The members of the SGA 
had many questions about the 
exam In particular, why the 
exam must be taken, Nolan 
said that the university is 
"required to show a sophisti¬ 
cated and legitimate system 
of testing the proficiency of 
the university and its stu¬ 
dents." The proficiency exam 
is a check to make sure stu¬ 
dents have reached a mini¬ 
mum level of quality before 
they reach junior status. 

Many members of the SGA 
expressed the feeling that a 
passing grade in core courses 
should be good enough to 
show proficiency in these 
areas Nolan’s response to this 
was tliat the quality of the stu¬ 
dents' degrees counts for 
something and. “LSUS is too 
small to have students leave 
without a proper level of 
attainment, especially in math 
and English.'’ 

Another question raised by 
the SGA members was, “Who 
is being tested?” Many stu¬ 
dents feel that the proficiency 
exam is for testing the profi¬ 
ciency of teachers, not stu- 

Scholarship 

Jerry Scott 
Aimagest 

An LSUS student has a 
head start with financing her 
communications graduate 
studies thanks to the 
Shreveport Journalism 
Foundation 

Rita Uotila was the recipi¬ 
ent of the 1997 Kerry Garland 
Memorial Scholarship 
offered by the Shreveport 
Journalism Foundation. 

The scholarship was pre¬ 
sented as part of the 
Foundations’ Autumn 
Scramble Golf Tournament 
and consisted of a personal¬ 
ized plaque, a school plaque, 
and a $1,000 cash award 

The award was presented 
to Uotila on Sept. 20 by John 
Lee, the vice president of the 
Shreveport Journalism 
Foundation and the chairman 
of the scholarship selection 
committee. The Orland 
Dodson scholarship for jour¬ 
nalism was also presented to 
Lesa Thompson, a student at 
Northwestern State 

University. 


dents. Nolan explained, again, 
that it tests the proficiency of 
the university as a whole, 
along with the students and 
that implementing this kind of 
exam is “the most logical 
way” the Faculty Senate sees 
to test proficiency. 

Dr. Carlos Spaht, chair of 
the math department, attended 
the meeting and agreed with 
some of the students on the 
basis that the exam seems to 
test on material not taught at 
LSUS. He said he dunks this 
is unfair to the students, and 
he expressed his wishes to 
find ways to help students 
prepare for parts of the exam 
not covered in courses at 
LSUS 

The cost of the exam, a 
cost paid by the students, was 
another concern of the SGA. 
Mills explained that the stu¬ 
dents’ paying for the exam 
was not a decision made by 
the Faculty 1 Senate. This deci¬ 
sion was made by the admin¬ 
istration through the vice 
chancellors' office. The cost 
of taking the exam and who 
pays for it is continuing to be 
discussed and there is a possi¬ 
bility of change in this area. 

The proficiency exam 
ranks LSUS only with other 
universities taking this exam. 
Mills explained that the new 
exam will give students a bet¬ 
ter idea of their ranking and 
LSUS's ranking. 

The suggestion of having a 

helps pay for 



Rita Uotila 


Uotila is a senior this year 
and will graduate in May 
1998 with a Bachelor of Arts 
in mass 

communications/public rela¬ 
tions. She plans to attend 
graduate school at the 
University of Texas at Austin 
to pursue her Ph D. in mass 
communications research. “I 
am glad that I could save the 
money as the first drop in the 
bucket towards paying for 
graduate school,” Uotila said. 


sample group of the universi¬ 
ty take the exam to show pro¬ 
ficiency and ranking was 
made by one of the SGA 
members. Nolan said, “LSUS 
is a small university. We five 
and die by every student.” 

Many members talked of 
knowing faculty members 
who do not agree with the use 
of the proficiency exam. 
Nolan said that the Faculty 
Senate represents the entire 
faculty w ith senators from all 
departments, and the Faculty 
Senate has voted unanimous¬ 
ly for the exam. 

Mills informed the SGA 
that LSUS has established 
proficiency so far, with about 
90 percent of the students tak¬ 
ing tiie exam reaching profi¬ 
ciency. Those students who 
fail the test, over 20 last 
spring, according to Nolan, 
are given remedial work to 
attain proficiency. 

Before leaving the meet¬ 
ing. Nolan told the members 
of the SGA that the proficien¬ 
cy exam is not meant to be a 
punishment. “It is for the ben¬ 
efit of the students in the long 
run. We want your degrees to 
mean something,” 

The members of the SGA 
believe that there should be a 
way for the Faculty Senate to 
compromise with the students 
about the exam and they will 
have further discussions deal¬ 
ing with the exam this school 
year. 

grad school 

She was right on target 
because the average cost per 
academic year at University 
of Texas at Austin is approxi¬ 
mately $14,000. 

Both scholarships are 
awarded once a year to stu¬ 
dents who participate in the 
application process. 

Participants, like Uotila, who 
pursue the scholarship are 
asked to write an essay of 250 
words explaining their future 
plans as they relate to the 
communications field. The 
essay is submitted with the 
application. 

As a recipient of this 
scholarship award, Uotila 
just shows college students 
across the region and across 
the country that the money 
for furthering their education 
is out there, you just have to 
take a few minutes to do a 
little work. 
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WK to help fund Business Research Center 


Jerry Scott 

Aimagest 

The economic future of 
Northwest Louisiana has 
one more network to safe¬ 
guard against bad economic 
decisions thanks to the part¬ 
nership formed between 
LSUS and Willis Knighton 
Health Systems last 
Thursday. As part of an 
effort to boost economic 
development in this region 
of the state, Will is Knighton 
donated $100,000 to revive 
and maintain the Center for 
Business Research at LSUS. 

James Elrod, president of 
Willis Knighton Health 
Systems held a press confer¬ 
ence last Thursday at LSUS 
to present the check to 
Chancellor Vincent Marsala 
on behalf of Willis 
Knighton. Other local busi¬ 
ness people from 
Shreveport/Bossier, faculty 

Duke Boys 

Brian Allen 
Sport CottMiwsr 

If anyone had even a shred 
of doubt that The Duke Boys 
were the real deal, Monday's 
intramural flag football 
championship game removed 
all doubt as they blasted Tau 
Kappa Epsilon 27 - 0. 

It was merely the final pit- 
stop in a race that saw the 
General Lee speed through 
the season unscathed. Way Ion 
Jennings’ narrations would 
have been pointless because 
these Dukes were never in 
any serious danger. 

Had Jennings been given 
the call for these games, he’d 
have led up to the break 
something like this: ‘When 
we get back, we gon’ see if 
the Dukes can put up 50 
points by halftime.’' 


and staff and Neil Irwin, 
chairman of the Economic 
Development Cabinet for 
the Chamber of Commerce 
were in attendance to wit¬ 
ness the first step in what 
appears to be a strong part¬ 
nership between the educa¬ 
tional and medical entities. 

“We think this is definite¬ 
ly a project in keeping with 
Willis Knighton’s mission 
of promoting not only the 
health but also the well 
being of our community. 
LSUS is the logical place 
for such a center, with its 
available pool of expertise,” 
Elrod said. 

Applause greeted Elrod’s 
concluding words as he pre¬ 
sented an enlarged copy of 
the check to Dr. Marsala. 
Marsala commented that 
providing such a research 
center at LSU seems more 
than logical. “This role is 
compatible with the mission 

win back to 

The season was nothing 
more than a battle for second 
place as Rocky Cunningham 
and his charges played mis¬ 
take-free ball and soundly 
defeated their nearest rivals, 
TKE in both their meetings. 
Not only are they No. 1, 
they’ve placed a considerable 
distance between themselves 
and the rest of the league. 
With only five teams this 
year, some will question this 
victory. But with this being 
the Dukes second consecu¬ 
tive championship, it’s hard 
to say anyone else on this 
campus could have beaten 
them. After all, anyone was 
welcome to step on the field 
at season’s beginning. Only a 
furious five had the desire 
and chased the dream. You 
can’t blame the Dukes for the 
obvious lack of competition. 


of LSUS as mandated by the 
Board of Regents in their 
Master Plan for Higher 
Education,” said Marsala. 

The Center for Business 
Research was operational on 
campus several years ago 
but due to a lack of funding 
had to cease its research 
Functions of the center 
include: conducting 

research on the local and 
regional economy and main¬ 
taining a database on that 
information, providing 
interpretation of economic 
data for the news media and 
conducting economic 
impact studies. 

Chancellor Marsala is 
encouraging local city and 
parish governments and 
businesses to match Willis 
Knighton’s efforts in fund¬ 
ing the center. There is no 
word yet as to when the cen¬ 
ter will actually begin its 
operations. 

back titles 

Now they will represent 
LSUS in the state champi¬ 
onships at the University' of 
Southwestern Louisiana 
Nov. 21 - 23, and TKE has 
earned a bid for finishing 
second. Both teams will 
have the better part of a 
month to prepare for these 
games, and TKE begins 
Interfratemity Cup play this 
Sunday. For captain Everett 
Zchr and his squad, these are 
the most intense games they 
play ail year. Their champi¬ 
onship game appearance 
will be all but forgotten if 
Kappa Sigma or Phi Delta 
Theta come away with the 
cup. 

Best of luck in Lafayette 
to both teams, and congratu¬ 
lations to Cunningham and 
Zehr for putting together 
LSUS's best two teams. 


Cancer man visits LSUS 


* EXTRA INCOME 97 * 

Earn $200 - $500 weekly mailing travel 
brochures. For more information 
send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: Seabreeze Travel, 
P.O. Box 0188, Miami, FL 33261 


Communications student awarded 
Alumni Association scholarship 


Jennifer Ebarb 
Almagest 

The Alumni Association 
awarded a scholarship to 
Rachcllc D. Smith, a senior 
public relations major, last 
week The scholarship is a one- 
year award for $250 a semes¬ 
ter. The Alumni Association 
has given this award for sever¬ 
al years. 

Each of the five colleges in 
libera] arts was supposed to 
nominate candidates. The 
nominees had to be fill I-time, 
classified as a junior or senior, 
and could not be receiving a 
grant or university scholarship. 
Director of Financial Aid Ed 
Chase said the Alumni 
Association decided this was a 
criteria that they wanted in 
determining the recipient of 
the scholarship 

“I believe they probably 
wanted to give the scholarship 
to someone not already receiv¬ 
ing some sort of gift aid, that 
is, receiving financial aid that a 
student does not have to pay 
back such as a grant or scholar¬ 
ship’' Chase said. 

Only two candidates were 
nominated, one from the com¬ 
munications department and 
one from the English depart¬ 
ment. The committee that 
selected the scholarship recipi¬ 
ent had representatives from 
three of the five departments in 
liberal aits/fme arts, history, 
and general studies. 

Smith said she feels hon¬ 
ored to receive this award and 
feels like her hard work is pay¬ 
ing off "This award is a reflec¬ 
tion of the dedication to excel¬ 
lence that my past and present 
professors have demonstrated. 
Their hard work, along with 
my own. have paved die way 



Rachel/e Smith 


for my promising future/' 
Smith said. 

Smith moved to Shreveport 
from Seoul, Korea in 1992. 
and graduated from C.E. Byrd 
High School in 1994. She 
works at the Barksdale Main 
Exchange as a greeter in the 
evenings and has been a stu¬ 
dent ambassador since January 
1997. She was also involved in 
Student Orientation Advising 
Registration. SOAR, this past 
summer. 

Smith was inducted into the 
Phi Sigma Iota International 
Collegiate Foreign Language 
Honor Society in April 1996 
and enjoys tutoring Spanish in 
her spare time. 

Smith will be doing her 
internship next summer with 
McGuire Company, a firm that 
specializes in advertising and 
marketing for commercial 
development in Miami, Fla. 
She said she will return to 
Florida after graduating from 
LSUS. 

Planning to pursue a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in advertising and 
public relations at Florida 
International University in 
Miami. Smith hopes to become 
president of a major communi¬ 
cations corporation in Miami. 


Amy Mercer 
Almagest 

If you are a fan of the hit 
series “The X-Files” you are 
sure to recognize the name 
“Cancer Man.” 

If you are a dedicated fan of 
the hit show on Fox then you 
already know that LSUS 
received a visit from the sinis¬ 
ter villain, Tuesday. October 
28. 

The Student Activities 
Board sponsored the presenta¬ 
tion by William B. Davis. 
Davis plays the character I V 
Guide called the “nastiest vil¬ 
lain on television.” 


Davis admitted to being 
rather inexperienced at what 
he called “the game of pro¬ 
moting oneself," but he gained 
the attention of the crowd 
immediately. 

He began his speech intent 
on proving that “Cancer Man” 
or “Cigarette Smoking Man" 
is the actual hero of the wide¬ 
ly popular show. He explained 
that as an actor, “the only way 
you can play a villain is to 
believe you are the hero.” 

The audience members 
were quick to respond when 
Davis opened the floor to 
questions. Most people in the 
crowd were regular viewers 


and they quizzed the actor on 
specific episodes and plot 
twists A few questions con¬ 
cerned the existence of aliens 
and supernatural phenomena. 
Davis said he is often 
approached by people who 
have conspiracy theories or 
alien tales. 

“There is often an assump¬ 
tion that, because I'm in the 
show. I’m knowledgeable 
about these things or sympa¬ 
thetic to these tilings,” said 
Davis. 

Many audience members 
responded positively when 
Davis asked about the exis¬ 
tence of aliens. One young 



woman said she had been 
influenced by an episode of 
the show. Davis urged viewers 


to "make up your own minds 
and don't be influenced by the 
show.” 

A movie based on “The X- 
Files” will be released this 
spring Davis said he has a 
prominent part in the film, 
although he does not have a 
lot of screen time. The season 
premiere of the show aired 
Sunday on Fox 

The charming actor gave an 
amusing and interesting pre¬ 
sentation, even for those few 
audience members unfamiliar 
with the hit show. 

Davis is too modest He is 
actually very good at the 
"publicity game.” 
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~ Almagest 


to keep the campus informed 

(al-ma-gest'*) n, 

:any of several great early medieval treatises on a brack of 
knowledge (as the 9 th century Arabic translation of Ptolemy's 
Greek work on astronomy}. 

— Webster & Third New International Dictionary 
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Are you missing on your sleep? 


Is your neighbor pestering you? Well, you are not alone, Some stu¬ 
dents living at the university housing have neither respect for fellow 
students need for their Z\ nor the community quiet hours. For 
instance, lake this situation. My neighbor and her boyfriend (I 
assume) have no consideration for the community rules. Last night, I 
was kept awake one and a half hours and finally when they fell like 
sleeping, at 3 a.m., they left me writing this: ticked and tired. 

I hear people say '‘Well, it’s the dorms, their young, what do you 
expect ” Indeed an occasional part); oigie, or get-together (I have 
pretty good log for their doings by now) would be OK., but when 
something is going on four out of five nights, one tends to lose one’s 
sport mans hip. 

LSUS dorm is unique and resident-friendly because roommates 
don 1 ! have to sham a bedroom with another student like in many uni¬ 
versities giving the students more individual space. However seems 
to me the responsibilities coming along with the priviledges are obvi¬ 
ously too much to handle for some. If your Z's are constantly violat¬ 
ed, fet the proper people know- and help us all. We all pay the rent. 

Rita Uotila* Editor 
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ANNOUNCES 

Fill KAFPA PHI 
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS 

In recognition and encouragement of 
superior scholarship 

$7,000 

To Graduating Seniors 
for support of 

first-year graduate or professional study 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: FEBRUARY 1, 1998 
Submit inquiries and applications to: 



Stereotypes prevent equality 


Re: Column by MaKayia 
Sibley, the Almagest, 

Vol. 32, No. 7. 

I wanted to let you know 
how much I enjoyed 
reading your article 
“Women’s rights.” 
Sadly Women have got¬ 
ten the short end of the 
stick and still are. The 
only way that this will 
change is by educating 
our public. In order for 
equality to occur, some of 
the males in our society 
must first grow up mental¬ 
ly and emotionally. 

This education must 
begin in the home in order 
for it to succeed. There is 
a great need in this soci¬ 
ety to show that in all 
cases women are equal to 


if not superior to males. 

Some men or should I 
say boys feel the need to 
degrade women in order 
for them to “think” that 
they are men. this degrad¬ 
ing comes in many forms, 
ie, distraction of property, 
slamming a girl because 
they turned them down for 
a date. 

I have witnessed on 
campus as well as around 
town many instances 
where the male felt so 
threatened by a women 
for being smart that they 
were brutally cut down for 
it. 

When some of the male 
species committs these 
acts they actually believe 
that this makes them feel 
like men. 


I got news for them all. 
It does not. It only shows 
them as they really are. 
Immature. 

There are times in 
which I am ashamed to be 
male. 

I disagree with you in 
one area in which you 
said that “only when men 
and women are truly 
equal,” Let me clear 
things up a bit by saying, 
men and women are equal 
only some men are too 
immature both mentally 
and emotionally to accept 
it. In order for humanity 
to improve, this obsticle 
must be overcome. 

Bret Daigle 
Senior 

General Studies 


ISVS'soikJL 


niver 


dory 


Center architect appointed, committee studying facilities 


By Linda Lockwood 

An architect has been 
appointed and definite 
plans are being made to 
decide what would be 
included in the new LSUS 
University Center, accord¬ 
ing to Chancellor Donald E, 
Shipp. 

Perry H. Beall, of the 
Beall Engineering 

Cooperation in New 
Orleans, was recently 
appointed by the Governor 
Edwin Edwards to draw up 
plans for the University 
Center. 

Meanwhile, the Long 
Range Planning 

Committee, headed by Dr. 
Mary Ann McBride, dean 
of the college of libera! arts, 
has the responsibility of 
submitting reports, recom¬ 
mendations, and a priority 
list of things to be included 
in the center. 

In order to decide what 
the center should include, 
the committee is visiting 
other student centers at 
commuter colleges in near 
by areas and preparing to 
survey LSUS students and 
faculty to find out what 
they think is needed. 

Monday, eight commit¬ 
tee members visited the stu¬ 
dent center at the 
University of New Orleans. 
Vice Chancellor Edward 


Burks and University 
Center Director Louis 
Bemdt took the committee 
members on a tour of the 
center and “helped us leam 
from their mistakes, “ 
McBride said. 

After compiling and 
studying information, the 
committee will submit their 
recommendations to the 
Chancellor. 

Each student, faculty 
member, and campus orga¬ 
nization will have the 
opportunity to fill out a 
questionnaire rating 
approximately 25 items 
(such as a snack bar, faculty 
lounge, kitchen, pool 
tables, etc.) as essential, 
desirable, not needed, or no 
opinion. 

While filling out these 
questionnaires students and 
faculty should keep in mind 
the financial aspect of the 


items listed in comparison 
with the money LSUS has 
allocated for the University 
Center, according to 
McBride. 

“We need input, it’s easy 
to be an armchair quarter¬ 
back and criticize. We 
know we will make some 
mistakes, but we can pre¬ 
vent a lot of them by receiv¬ 
ing student and faculty 
input,” McBride said. 

Steve Prim os. Rebel 
Brown, and Tony Sanders 
have been appointed as full¬ 
voting members of the 
Long Range Planning 
Committee to assist in 
deciding what the center 
should include. 

The author was the news 
editor of the Almagest. The 
original article wav pub¬ 
lished in the Almagest Oct. 
25, 1974, Vol. VIII, No. 8. 







































November 6, 1997 the Almagest Page 5 


Mar Feints » 


QQQQQQQQQQQ 


To shack up or not to shack up, that is a question 

By Mark Anderson By MaKayla J. Sibley 


* 

As college students, we probably all 
know a couple that lives together. If not, every¬ 
one has seen an entertainer (i.e., actor/actress, 
musician, or sports figure) justify their shack-up 
relationship on national television, offering an 
array of excuses for their decision. As a result, 
living together, though an unthinkable choice in 
the past, has slowly become a social norm. 

Living with someone before marriage is 
not a prudent decision. The claim that shacking 
up allows you to get to know your partner is not 
a viable reason but a pitiful excuse. Of course, 
getting to know the person you are involved with is important, but that 
is why you date. However, the very idea that your partner wants to live 
with you before marriage tells you something very important about 
them. It says that they are afraid of commitment and cherish the free¬ 
dom to leave you at anytime with no consequences. 

Another excuse often used is that it will prepare the couple for mar¬ 
riage, Yet, statistics have shown that couples who lived together before 
marriage are more likely to divorce when and if they actually get mar¬ 
ried. This is the grand irony of the situation. It seems that those who 
live with someone to improve their “proposed” marriage, actually hold 
marriage in the lowest regard possible 

Moreover, the element of a live-in relationship is much different 
from that of a marital one. Marriage promotes stability and devotion, 
whereas living together promotes only self-indulgence. 

There is nothing special or sacred about living together. Marriage, 
however, is the key organizing principle behind civilization. Marriage, 
which brings the two sexes together in a unique legal, social, econom¬ 
ic, and spiritual union, has had special protection within the law and 
the culture because it is invaluable to civilized life. No other relation¬ 
ship provides society what marriage does. No other relationship trans¬ 
forms men and women into more productive, less selfish and more 
mature fathers, mothers, and all around better human beings than mar¬ 



riage. 

Furthermore, no other relationship provides children the best eco¬ 
nomic, emotional and psychological environment. As we have lessened 
the importance of marriage, we have experienced soaring social prob¬ 
lems, such as illegitimacy, sexually-transmitted diseases, and crime 

Many studies have cited the societal good of marriage. Typical is a 
study in the American Journal of Sociology that finds married couples 
have longer life spans than unmarried people. The author concludes 
that “for both sexes, the hazard of dying falls significantly with marital 
duration, suggesting a cumulation of the benefits of marriage over 
time." 

Living together is the grown up way of playing house. Forming a 
relationship with the perks of marriage but without the commitment is 
the modem utopian ideal What does this say about man? What about 
America? Living with someone does not cure the plight of the single 

person. It creates an even greater 


A_Tl 



Mark Anderson is a student at 
LSUS. He is a sophomore major¬ 
ing in political science. His col¬ 
umn will appear weekly. Write him 
in care of the Almagest , BH344, 
or almagest(ajpilot.Isus. edu 


“Are we livin’ in love, or just livin’ in 
sin . whooaaa." Those were lyrics from a Bon ' 
Jovi song back in my 80s heyday. The song 
talks about two people who live together, with¬ 
out marriage, and how the rest of the world just 
doesn’t understand. Didn’t the 80s seem to be 
about the us vs. them mentality, rebelling, and 
being an outsider for some reason that nobody 
seems to understand? Well, except for big hair 
and great music, not much has changed in peo¬ 
ple’s minds since the 1980s. 

When did two people living together 
become two people “living in sin"? Aren’t they 
still just two people living together, sharing expenses, everyday life, and 
a morning cup of coffee? When did a holy rollers club convene and 
decide this is evil? Does no one notice this whole ugly little thing 
spreading about called divorce? 

A recent study indicated that couples living together, who intended to 
marry, will have a lower divorce rate than couples who marry without 
prior cohabitation. OK, so we can say that living together first does not 
cause more divorces. Let’s see what’s so bad about it. 

What’s so sinful about cohabitating? First of all, this isn’t 1950 where 
little girl goes from daddy’s house to husband’s house while still a 
teenager People are also putting off marriage longer to pursue career 
choices, but still want some sort of stability in their life. Also, society 
automatically assumes that if two people are living together, then they 
are sleeping together. One person I know finds it horrifically wrong to 
live together, but finds their own premarital sex lifestyle perfectly all 
right. Where is the logic in that? A couple cohabitating are simply 
roommates, If they’re having sex, then they’re simply roommates hav¬ 



ing sex. 

People everyday are engaging in premarital sex — it’s even the 
norm. Yet if two people live together, woo hoo! Look out!! My mother 
always said, “why buy the cow if the milk is free," but you can stilt live 
in the bam with the cow and just not necessarily drink the milk. What 
about leasing with an option to buy? How about a test drive first? 

But seriously, when we think about couples living together, we envi¬ 
sion twenty-something “kids” full of irresponsibility and lust, casting 
aside their morals What we don’t envision is older couples choosing to 
cohabitate and not marry for whatever reasons — family, legal, finan¬ 
cial, ect., but still wishing to find comfort in one another’s daily pres¬ 
ence. My Grandma has been living with a certain man since the death of 
her one and only husband for as tong as 1 can remember, and they 
haven’t kicked her out of the Southern Baptist Church yet. We have to 
wonder whether the issue is the act of cohabitating, or just another facet 
of the religious right’s agenda to make this generation and its actions 
seem e-e-v-I-I-1-1. 


Two people living together who are in love is not living in sin. 
Actually, it’s pretty smart. When you marry that person, you know 
exactly who you are getting inside and out. It demonstrates that the cou¬ 
ple doesn’t only want to know each other’s hopes and dreams and if 
they both want 2.5 kids, but that they want to know all the idiosyncra- 
cies that can take its toll on a marriage. Some couples take tests and 
counseling before marriage, but where are the questions about leaving 
the seat up, the obsessive need to call mom every night at 11:05, or that 
he or she becomes violent out of the blue when there’s no hot water? 

It might sound silly or neurotic, but after time these are the things 
that spell disaster. Living together 


may not be the most “ideal” way to 
begin a life together, but its advan¬ 
tages sure beat the hell out of a 
divorce lawyer a few years down 
the line. 


MaKayla J. Sibley is a student at 
LSUS. She is a junior majoring 
in political science. Her column 
will appear weekly. Write her in 
care of the Almagest, BH344. 
or almagestjfpilot. Isus. edu 
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Picture 

Photos by Chris Howell 

Top left: The line to get 
into Rocky Horror was 
backed up outside the 
doors to the U.C. 
Ballroom. About 500peo¬ 
ple came to see the show.- 
Middle left: Justin Shcn r er, 
a ('addo Magnet Senior, 
dressed as Frankfurter for 
the show. Middle right: 
Leather and fishnet stock¬ 
ings are popular materials 
for costumes at Rocky 
Horror. Here, Lindsay 
Brewster and Songkane 
Simmaly mugged for the 
camera before the show 
started. Bottom: len Price, 
Lindsy Ashford, Matt Ixitz, 
and Grace Kidd provided 
the live portion of the 
show, by singing and danc¬ 
ing along with the movie. 

Price and his cohorts 
danced, sang, and spoke 
back to the crowd more 
than most people in the 
crowd. 



Show turns into a People Show 



Magenta, Magenta, Magenta, oops. . . Mattson. Magenta 
was the most popular costume at this year s Rocky) Honor. 
Clockwise from top left: Heather Johnson, Tara Johnson, 
and Grace Long all dressed as Magenta the Maid. Amanda 
Adams, a high school senior, came as Marylin Mattson. 
Not all the attendees dressed as characters from the movie. 
Some people came as clowns. Some came as crossdressers. 
Some even came as themselves. They were SCARY!!!! 

ATTENTION STUDENTS: 

with the 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT 
TUITION IS JUST 

$1080 

Expires November 15* W7 


Take an additional S50 off 
if you register with a friend. 

total due: $1030 

(study buddy discount empires III 


Vi hen >mi lilt nut the gnefortd recistnituin inrm. 
unt *an wriu* in ^>ur Earl.t Bird m -paw provhj*d, 
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Mary Jimenez 
Almagest 

Donald Alexander 

• Professor of Fine Arts 

• B.A., Louisiana Tech University 

• MFA,University of Kansas 

• Family: wife, Shiriene - teaches art at 
Turner Elementary School Children; sons 
Micah, 18 and Nathan, 16 

• Off-hour activities: water sports, snow-ski¬ 
ing; both sons are involved in lacrosse 

It covers the entire south wall of the 
Shreveport/Bossier Convention and Tourist 
Bureau building, and you can’t miss it if your 
headed north on Spring Street and cross 
Crockett Street. It is a mural depicting cultur¬ 
al and heritage highlights of the area such as: 
the river boats, the Revel, the Balloon Rally, 
and jazz music. 

Professor Donald Alexander designed the 
mural that was unveiled last January. 

The mural is just part of Alexander’s artis¬ 
tic portfolio. After finishing his BA. at 
Louisiana Tech, he went to California to work 
in advertising design, and even after a deci¬ 
sion to become a teacher, he has continued in 
that field as a freelance artist. 

While working in California, he noticed the 
substandard portfolios of young hopefuls that 
came in looking for work This gave 
Alexander the idea to commit to education. 

“I thought, maybe if I could teach I could 



Professor Alexander helping Nick West 
to sketch out a saddle in FA 100. 

contribute something to the body of knowl¬ 
edge of art,” said Alexander, who then went to 
the University of Kansas to get his M F.A. 

In his own quest for appreciation, 
Alexander travels to seminars and workshops 
around the country. Two summers ago he 
went to the Academy of Art in San Francisco. 
Last spring he went to Miami to work with 
neon Last summer he went to Chicago to 
paint several murals with over 350 other 
artists, and in a couple of weeks he will be 
going to Harvard University in Boston to 
work on web-page design, Alexander said it is 
helpful to see what others are doing, and finds 
working in different mediums enriching, 

“I vacillate from one area to another,” said • 


Alexander, who always has some project 
going on at his home office, but never closes 
the door to a new opportunity, “1 don’t plan 
my day — it just happens.” 

His appreciation of art flows into the class 
room where he teaches students to become 
aware of the things in their lives. 

“I use the elements that are present in all 
the periods to relate to their lives, and point i 
out designs on their clothes or whatever their I 
interests are, and point-out where it came 
from.” 

Although his love for teaching and art have 
kept him at LSUS, Alexander wishes the 
department would have been given some 
growing room since his arrival in 1974. He 
sees the same thing happening to society, in 
that the education of art is being pushed into a 
comer. 

‘The public has been neglected in educa¬ 
tion. The public doesn’t know any better than 
to except some junk that has been put out and 
called art because they have no systems of 
judgement.” He added that there is hope in the 
younger generations. “Caddo parish is one of 
the best in the state, and there are more art stu¬ 
dents than before. These kids are more visual¬ 
ly literate than their parents.” 

Although Alexander could retire at any 
time, he probably will stay where he is for 
now. 

“It balances out. I like to teach, I like to do 
my art work. Right now there is no reason for 
me to retire.” 
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Japanese Cultural Society 

Meeis:2nd and 4th Tues of each 
month. 

Activities: demonstrations, dis¬ 
cussions. 

Contact. Emi Wamsley, 861- 
7482. BH238, BH240. 
Accounting Club 
Meets: 3rd Wed. of each 
month, noon, BE2i6. 
Activities: Speakers, 
Networking, Scholarships, 
Volunteer fax Assistance. 
Campus Activities 
Contact: Accounting dept., 
college of business. 

Louisiana .Association of 
Educators 

Meets: 3rd Thurs. of each 
month 

Activities: Student teacher 
tea, speakers, bookfair, 
workshops, and service pro¬ 
jects. 

Contact Denise Wilson, 
742-6423 

Math Club 

Meets: 2nd and 4th Tues. Of 
each month. 10:30 a.m., 
BH408 

Activities: Group activities, 
Science Olympiad, Viro- 
Wars Tournament 
Contact' Dr. Doucet 

History Club 
Meets: First Thursday of 


each month, at 10:30 a.m. in 
BH 446. 

Contact: Dr. Finley or 
Michael Modica, 747-4736. 
Chemistry Club 
Meets: 1st Thurs.of each 
month 

Activities: group 
Contact: Dr. Gustavson, 
797-5091. 

MBA Association 
Meets: Once a month 
Activities: seminars with 
guest speakers on career 
planning and resume writ¬ 
ing, social activities 
Contact: Director of 
Graduate Studies, College of 
Business. 

Rotorac 

Meets: Two meetings per 
month 

Activities: Students service 
organization, one service 
project per semester, lun¬ 
cheons. 

Contact: Dr. Paul Merkle. 
797-5240 

Drama Club 

Meets: Tues., Thurs., 10:30 
a.m., BH330 

Activities: Dramatic produc¬ 
tion, first hand information 
on auditions in local produc¬ 
tions, volunteer work 
Contact Jorei Jarzabek, 
797-5228. 


Sociology/Social Work 
Club 

Meets BH361 

Contact: Ms. Kenna 

Franklin or David O’Neal, 

424-7332 

Biology Club 

Meets: twice a month. SC 

228. 

Activities: Social events, 
carreer seminars, fundrais¬ 
ers, community and campus 
service projects. 

Contact: Dr Beverly 
Burden, 797-5088, 
bbrden@pilot.lsus.edu. 
Campus Ministry 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Tues., 
10:30 a.m.. UC Pilots Room. 
Activities: devotionals, pro¬ 
grams, service projects. 
Contact: Tom Bishop, 798- 
8837 Betsy Eaves. 869- 
5024. 

Catholic Student Union 

Meets: Twice a month 
Activities: Community service, 
social events, fundraisers. 
Contact: Joseph Holubek, 868- 
6104. 

Student Government 
Association 

Meets: Every Mon. 6:30 
p.m., DeSoto. 

Open to everyone. 

Contact: Michael Scales, 
221-7441 


Psychology Club 
Meets: 1st and 3rd Thurs. 
Monthly, 10:30, BE342 
Activities: Community ser¬ 
vice, social events, speakers, 
fundraisers. 

Contact: Michelle Hebert, 
798-4023. 

Public Relations Student 
Society of America 

Meets: Monthly, Thurs,, 
10:30a.m. 

Activities: Volunteer work, 
contact with PRSA, semi¬ 
nars, speakers, workshops. 
Contact: Kathv Smith, 798- 
0049. 

Society of Professional 
Journalists, Sigma Delta 
Chi 

Meets: Thursdays, 10:30a.m, 
Activities: guest speakers and 
field trips on topics related to 
journalism, socials. 

Contact: Rita Uotila, 795- 
3319, or 797-5328. 

Health and Physical Ed. 
Club 

Meets Tues, Thurs. 10:30 
a.m. 

Activities: Almost Anything 
Goes for LSUS, judge field 
days for elementary schools. 
Contact: Macie Foster, 797- 
7294. 


ACJS/Lambda Alpha 
Epsilon 

Meets: 1st and 3rd Tue 
Activities: Various community 
activities, speakers on law 
enforcement ops. 

Contact: Dr. Bernadette 
Palombo 797-5343, or Richard 
Geoigia 797-5078. 

English Club 

Meets: 3rd Thursday.of each 
month. 

Activities: Booksale, guest 
speakers, social activities. 
Contact: Dr. Thomas 
Dubose, BH251, or Patty 
Lenox, 869-3251. 
International Club 
Meets: 3rd Thursday of each 
month, 10:30 a.m., in 
BH242 (Foreign Language 
Multimedia Lab) 

Activities: Guest speakers, 
films, travel and foreign 
exchange information. 
International Food Festival, 
community service. 

Contact: Joe Patrick, 
797-5390. 

To add, or to make an 
update to the Student 
Organizations -list, contact 
the Almagest office, 

BH344, tel. 797-5328, fax 
797-5132, or e-mail, 
a!magest@pilot. Isus. edit 
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By Mary Jimenez 


www.drlaura. 



Is it ever to late to get values or a 
conscious 0 Or maybe for some col¬ 
lege students, still in their freedom 
days, it is too early. Dr. Laura 
Schlessenger, www.drlaura com, 
recently awarded the No 1 figure in 
syndicated radio, will have you 
questioning yourself like you have 
never dared to before. 

Does anyone know what it feels 
like for your boyfriend to dump you 
for a different head of hair, or your 
girlfriend to sleep with your best 
friend? Have you ever questioned 
your sexuality. and wondered if it 
w'as fair to want children in a homo¬ 
sexual household? 

Why is there honor in marriage, 
in commitment, in holding together 
the family? Does religion, and 
one’s spirituality draw a path 
toward freedom and peace in life? 

In college, the books, the finan¬ 
cial strain, the bumps and bruises of 
love keep students preoccupied and 


left with little consideration for life 
beyond the next exam. 

“You really don’t have time for 
anything else,” said one sophomore 
education major. 

But Dr. Laura listens to one call 
after another from 1 p.m. - 3 p m. on 
AM radio 1130, on the above mat¬ 
ters and more. People of all ages, 
from 11-years-old to beyond 50, 
cali or visit “Mother Laura’s” web 
page for advice. She has a newslet¬ 
ter that you can subscribe to, and a 
sample commentary can be found 
on her page 

Future appearances, books, gift 
items, and a personal background 
of Dr. Laura, complete with pic¬ 
tures, rounds out the information 
given 

Dr Laura labels herself as “my 
kids mom,” and at the end of every 
broadcast, as is the message on her 
page, she leaves you with —- “Now 
go take on the day.” 



Nov. 6 —- Recognizing Abusive Relationships @ 10:30 a.m. in 
UC Theater. 

Nov. 6 — Early registration for spring 1998 begins by phone 
for continuing students, 

Nov. 7 — Student Organization Council, SOC. meeting at noon 
in UC Webster Rm. 

Nov. 8 — Women’s Chamber Orchestra performs @ 8 p.m. in 
UC Theater. Free and open to the public. 

Nov. 10 — Chattin’ with Chancellor at 5:30 p.m. in UC 
Louisiana A&B Room. 

Nov. II — Couples Communication @ 10:30 a.m. in UC 
Theater. 

Nov. II — Black Studies Assoc./Colleagues meeting @ 10:30 
a.m in UC Webster. 

Nov. 12 — Resume Writing Workshop @ noon in ADM213. 

Nov. 13 — Interviewring Workshop @ 10:30 a.m. in ADM2I3. 

Nov. 17 — LSU Women’s Chorus performs @ 8 p.m. in UC 
Theater, Free and open to the public. 

Nov. 18 — Stress Management @ 10:30 a.m. in UC Theather 

Nov. 18 — Guest Speaker Patrick Reynolds - Tobacco Wars: 
The Battle for a Smokefree Society @ 7:30 p.m. in UC 
Theather. Sponsored by SAB and Columbia Highland 
Hospital. 

Nov. 20 — Stop Smoking Seminar @ 10:30 a.m, in UC 
Theather. 









